
  
Manual for the Comprehens1ve Exam  

  
  

Introduct*on  
  
Welcome to your comprehens0ve exam stage of the Doctoral Program 0n Soc0ology – a journey that 
0s del0ghtful, reward0ng and challeng0ng at once!   
  
The a0m of the read0ng l0st for the comprehens0ve exam 0s to equ0p you w0th a broad overv0ew and 
demonstrated knowledge of key theoret0cal and methodolog0cal developments 0n the h0story of the 
d0sc0pl0ne: from 0ts beg0nn0ng unt0l our very present. Unl0ke the sharp d0st0nct0on that many make 
between soc0ology and anthropology, at IHU we take both as s0ster (or, brotherly, 0f you w0ll) 
d0sc0pl0nes.    
  
Based on your cr0t0cal read0ng of the l0terature below, we expect you to have a f0rm grasp of the 
fundamental concepts, theor0es and methods of soc0ology 0n the0r full d0vers0ty.  By “grasp,” we 
mean your demonstrated ab0l0ty:   
  

A] To understand and analyze these concepts, theor0es, and methods,  
  
B] To expla0n these concepts, theor0es and methods conv0nc0ngly, accurately and  

cr0t0cally 0n wr0t0ng as well as orally,    
  
C] To compare and evaluate these concepts, theor0es, and methods w0th one another  

so as to 0dent0fy analyt0cal mer0ts and demer0ts of each.   
  
In short, our goal 0s to have you develop a soc0olog0cal and anthropolog0cal perspect0ve on the world 
we l0ve 0n and the world we want to l0ve 0n. It 0s from w0th0n th0s frame that we also value 
0nterd0sc0pl0nar0ty 0n theory and method al0ke. To th0s end, we also encourage you to g0ve more 
attent0on to a spec0f0c theoret0cal framework and methodology relevant to your area of 
spec0al0zat0on; however, th0s 0nterest 0n the spec0f0c area should flower 0n conjunct0on w0th the 
general prof0le and goals of soc0al theory.   
  
  

The Manual  
  
  
The comprehens0ve exam 0s a cruc0al m0lestone 0n your PhD journey. It 0s des0gned to assess your 
mastery of the core concepts and theor0es 0n Soc0ology, as well as your ab0l0ty to apply them to 



var0ous emp0r0cal and analyt0cal problems. The exam also evaluates your read0ness to conduct 
or0g0nal and r0gorous research and your general d0sc0pl0nary knowledge of Soc0ology.  
  
The exam cons0sts of two parts: wr0tten exams and an oral exam. Wr0tten exams are des0gned to 
assess the students' knowledge of the core areas of soc0ology and the0r ab0l0ty to apply soc0olog0cal 
theor0es and methods to var0ous top0cs. The oral exam 0s des0gned to evaluate the students' ab0l0ty to 
defend the0r wr0tten answers and to demonstrate the0r cr0t0cal th0nk0ng and commun0cat0on sk0lls.  
  
The wr0tten exams cons0st of two parts 0n consecut0ve days: f0rst the theory exam and the follow0ng 
day the methodology exam. The comm0ttee w0ll cons0st of three faculty members from the Soc0ology 
department, and 2 external faculty members. The wr0tten exams are based on a l0st of read0ngs that 
covers a w0de range of top0cs 0n Soc0ology. You are expected to read and understand all the read0ngs 
on the l0st, and be prepared to answer any quest0ons related to them. In wr0tten exams, you w0ll have 
to choose and answer from g0ven elect0ve quest0ons, and show how your answer relates to the 
broader soc0olog0cal perspect0ve.  
  
The students w0ll have s0x hours to complete each of the wr0tten exams. They w0ll have to wr0te 
clear, conc0se, and well-organ0zed essays that demonstrate the0r understand0ng of the concepts, 
arguments, and ev0dence presented 0n the read0ngs and lectures.  
  
The expectat0ons of the Soc0ology department for the wr0tten exams are as follows:  
  
- The students should demonstrate a comprehens0ve and cr0t0cal understand0ng of the core 
areas of soc0ology and the0r chosen spec0al0zat0on.  
- The students should be able to apply soc0olog0cal theor0es and methods to analyze var0ous 
soc0al phenomena and problems.  
- The students should be able to compare and contrast d0fferent perspect0ves and approaches 
w0th0n soc0ology and across d0sc0pl0nes.  
- The students should be able to synthes0ze and evaluate ex0st0ng l0terature and emp0r0cal 
ev0dence on a g0ven top0c.  
- The students should be able to commun0cate the0r 0deas effect0vely 0n wr0t0ng, us0ng clear 
language, log0cal structure, coherent arguments, and proper c0tat0ons.  
  
The oral exam w0ll take place just after the wr0tten exams, only one day break 0n between. Only 
those who pass the wr0tten exams w0ll take the oral exam. The oral exam comm0ttee w0ll be the same 
w0th the wr0tten exams comm0ttee. The oral exam w0ll focus on the quest0ons and answers from your 
wr0tten exam and read0ng l0st that the department prov0des. The oral exam w0ll last for about two 
hours for each student.  
  



In th0s part of the comprehens0ve exam, the comm0ttee w0ll ask you to clar0fy, elaborate, or defend 
your answers, as well as to demonstrate your knowledge of the relevant l0terature. Also, the 
comm0ttee w0ll evaluate:  
  
- The student's general knowledge of soc0ology and the0r chosen spec0al0zat0on, 0nclud0ng 
relevant theor0es, concepts, debates, and emp0r0cal f0nd0ngs.  
- The student's cr0t0cal th0nk0ng and commun0cat0on sk0lls, 0nclud0ng the0r ab0l0ty to art0culate 
the0r arguments, respond to quest0ons, and defend the0r pos0t0on.  
  
To pass the comprehens0ve exam, you w0ll need to score at least 70% on average of the wr0tten and 
oral exams. If you fa0l any of the exams, you w0ll have one opportun0ty to retake 0t the next semester. 
If you fa0l the second attempt, you w0ll be d0sm0ssed from the PhD program.  
  
The comprehens0ve exam 0s a challeng0ng but reward0ng exper0ence that w0ll prepare you for your 
d0ssertat0on research and your future career as a soc0olog0st. We encourage you to study hard, consult 
w0th your adv0sor and peers, and pract0ce your wr0t0ng and presentat0on sk0lls. We w0sh you all the 
best 0n your comprehens0ve exam!  
  


